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Sir,

| am writing to highlight an important issue in Indian
medical publishing the lack of uniformity in reference
formatting across medical journals. Accurate referencing
is fundamental to scientific writing, ensuring proper at-
tribution, maintaining scholarly integrity, and facilitating
the search and retrieval of cited work. However, many
Indian medical journals, including those indexed in major
databases, exhibit inconsistencies in reference format-
ting, leading to unnecessary editorial burden and poten-
tial academic misinterpretation.

One of the most recommended citation styles in medical
literature is the Vancouver format, as prescribed by the
International Committee of Medical Journal Editors (IC-
MJE).[1] Despite its widespread adoption globally, Indian
medical journals often follow modified or inconsistent
versions of this format. Several discrepancies are fre-
quently observed, such as errors in journal name abbre-
viations, incorrect citation order, omission of critical de-
tails like Digital Object Identifiers (DOI), and inconsistent
punctuation styles.[2] These variations create confusion
for authors, reviewers, and editors, ultimately impacting
the quality and credibility of medical research publica-
tions.

Standardized reference formatting plays a crucial role in
indexing and citation tracking. Journals indexed in Pub-
Med, Scopus, and Web of Science rely on structured
references for cross-referencing and bibliometric analy-
sis. Inconsistencies in referencing not only hinder seam-
less indexing but may also affect an article's retrievability
and citation count. Moreover, adherence to a unified ref-
erencing format minimizes editorial workload, reducing
time spent on manually correcting citations and ensuring
compliance with indexing requirements.[3]

To address this issue, Indian medical journals should
take collective steps toward enforcing a standardized
referencing style. Firstly, strict adherence to globally ac-
cepted citation styles such as Vancouver should be
mandated. Clear and comprehensive author guidelines
must be provided, detailing specific referencing rules
with examples. Secondly, the use of reference manage-
ment software like EndNote, Mendeley, or Zotero should
be encouraged among researchers to ensure accuracy
and consistency. Many journals in high-impact medical
publishing have integrated these tools into their submis-
sion systems, significantly improving reference format-
ting efficiency. Finally, journal editorial boards must take
an active role in enforcing these standards, possibly
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through automated reference-checking software or by
training editorial staff in reference verification protocols.

Given the increasing emphasis on research quality and
indexing standards, it is imperative for Indian medical
journals to streamline their referencing practices. | urge
National Journal of Medical Research to lead by example
by implementing strict Vancouver-style referencing
guidelines and advocating for standardized practices
among Indian medical journals. Such measures will en-
hance the credibility, readability, and overall impact of
Indian medical research publications.

| hope this issue receives due attention, and | welcome
further discussion on potential solutions to improve ref-
erence formatting in Indian medical journals.

Marwadi MR
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